[bookmark: _GoBack]RE: Early Decision Statements 

The suggested text below was developed in collaboration with the PharmCAS Advisory Committee and is intended to assist participating colleges and schools of pharmacy with any public announcements they will make regarding the change to the PharmCAS early decision process. Please send any thoughts or questions to cas@aacp.org. 

2020-2021 (UPCOMING) ADMISSIONS CYCLE

PharmCAS Instructions [Statement will be in addition to the current ED instructions]
“Notice to Future Applicants: Early decision will no longer be available in PharmCAS beginning in the 2021-2022 admissions cycle for applicants applying for fall 2022 enrollment.”

Text for Colleges/Schools that Will No Longer Participate in Early Decision in 2020-2021 
“The [school/college] will no longer participate in the PharmCAS early decision process beginning in the 2020-2021 admissions cycle for the fall 2021 entering class. Therefore, applicants who planned or were advised to apply via early decision should apply early in the admissions cycle as regular applicants instead. The 2020-2021 PharmCAS application will open in mid-July 2020.”

Text for College/Schools Participating in Early Decision in 2020-2021
“The [school/college] will participate in the PharmCAS early decision process during the 2020-2021 admissions cycle for fall 2021 entering class. Notice to Future Applicants: Early decision will no longer be available in PharmCAS beginning in the 2021-2022 admissions cycle for the fall 2022 entering class. Therefore, all future applicants for the fall 2022 entering class or beyond should plan to apply early as regular applicants instead.”

Rationale for Change [Suggested response to any questions.]
“PharmCAS will no longer offer early decision beginning in the 2021-2022 admissions cycle for the fall 2022 entering class. The change is intended to promote a more inclusive admissions process that enhances the ability of all applicants to choose the best Pharm.D. degree program to meet their needs and goals, and to support the efforts of participating colleges and schools of pharmacy to recruit and enroll a diverse and qualified pool of students. Contact PharmCAS at info@pharmcas.org with any further questions about the application process.”


2021-2022 (FOLLOWING) ADMISSIONS CYCLE

PharmCAS Instructions [Text will be in lieu of the current ED instructions and is subject to change.]
“Early decision is no longer offered as an option in PharmCAS. Applicants are encouraged to apply to their designated Pharm.D. degree programs early in the admissions cycle. Some colleges or schools of pharmacy may give preference to applicants who apply earlier in the cycle. Please visit the PharmCAS School Directory to learn more.”

Text for All Colleges/Schools in PharmCAS 
“Early decision is no longer offered as an option in PharmCAS. Applicants are encouraged to apply early in the admissions cycle to improve their chances for admission.”

Optional Language for Colleges/Schools: FYI - AACP is exploring options to facilitate the ability of colleges and schools in the 2021-2022 admissions cycle to designate a “priority” (preferred) deadline in addition to their official (enforced) PharmCAS deadline. The purpose of the priority deadline would be to encourage applicants to apply earlier in the cycle. More information will follow as it becomes available.
“Applicants who apply by the [college/school’s] priority deadline on [date] will be given preference in the admissions review process.”
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